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Calendar

April

April 2 - No School - Staff Development Day
April 3 - Classes resume

April 4 - Parent Council meeting

April 8 - Easter Sunday

April 11 - Student Government Art Show/Sale
April 13 - Midsemester grading - no school
April 17 - Graduation speech tryouts

April 19 - Site Council meeting

April 21 - Mr. Axemen Pageant

April 23 - ASB Campaigns begin

The Axe

news
ASB Update

e The second annual South Eugene Art Sale
will be held on Wednesday, April 11 from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the cafeteria. In addition to featuring
numerous kinds of arts and crafts made by local

and student artists, the sale will feature live music
and dessert. Admission is $3.

e All proceeds beneft the Makindu Children’s
Center, an orphanage in Kenya founded by Or-
egon paramedic Winnie Barron in 1998. Last
year’s sale was combined with a silent auction
and raised over $1,000 for Womenspace and
ShelterCare.
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e  Senior girls’ T-shirts are on sale! They cost
$15 each and are available in the main hall. Sorry,
senior girls only.

e Freshman student government is currently
planning this year’s Spring Fest, to be held in
the courtyard. It will feature live music with
refreshments like snow cones and cotton candy
for sale. The event will happen rain or shine;
date to be announced.

e  Sophomore student government is planning
the frst-ever 700 Hall Rave, functioning as a
school dance. Date to be announced.

e Don't forget to check the calendar of
events by the main ofce! It’s updated month-
ly with ASB and student government events.

THE SOUTH MOUTH

What are your plans over spring break?

“'m going to hang out here in Eugene, eat
Doritos and play video games. And maybe a
road trip to Cancun.”

- junior Alec Remington

“I'm not really going anywhere for spring
break, but | might be going to go to Portland
with my sister to go shopping, and hopefully

“I get to go to Poipu Beach in Kauai and go on
a zipline through the jungle.”

- sophomore Corrine Cooley

“m going back east to look at schools
there.”
- junior Michelle McRae

“My friend is coming to visit from Mexico and

April 26 - ASB Electtions

briefly noted

[I'll be able to] to look at colleges.”

- junior Sarah Bauman

we are having a party for her.”

-freshman Charday Rowell

Japanese students visit Eugene

Students from Ishigaki, a small island
in the Okinawa chain in Japan, visited
South from Feb. 23 to March 11. During
their visit, they spent time in Eugene,
interacted with their host families and
learned about American culture.

During the recent trip, the visiting
students attended classes with their host
students.

Outside of school, the students partic-
ipated in many activities, including meet-
ing Eugene mayor Kitty Piercy, visiting the
U of O campus, and going to Willamette
Pass. Also on the Friday before they left,
the visiting students made a traditional
Japanese meal for their host families in the
South Fork kitchen at South.

The exchange program with Ishigaki
began more than 20 years ago. Last year
during the summer, seven South students
went to visit Ishigaki with social studies
teacher Stan Paulic. This summer, students
will be visiting Ishigaki and staying with
the students they hosted in Eugene.

-Paula Filgate

Wind Ensemble attends festival

Forty-seven students from the South
Wind Ensemble traveled to Thurston High
School on Thursday, March 15 to compete
in a band festival.

Wind Ensemble had the chance
to compare themselves to all the other
bands within District 12, which consists
of schools from Springfeld, Bethel and
Eugene. This year South placed frst in
6A. Last year Wind Ensemble was awarded
second place, behind Sheldon.

If competitors scored at least 75 out
of 100 in the band festival they became
eligible to attend the State Band Contest
in Corvallis. Many schools, unlike South,

base their entire year around the State
Band Contest. South will not be attending
the contest; instead, Wind Ensemble allows
seniors to choose either to conduct a piece
or perform a solo during their end of the
year performance.

South Wind Ensemble will also be
taking a trip to San Francisco from April
12-15, where they will be competing in the
“In The Parks” festival.

-Felecia Rollins

Hip Hop group presents showcase

During the weekend of March 3 and
4, the SEHS Hip Hop Group presented
“Keep It Up,” a showcase of Eugene-area
hip-hop dancers and schools, in the South
auditorium.

The 19 dancers performed seven rou-
tines, supplemented by performances from
other dance organizations. The dancers
began the hip-hop dance presentation with
their routine “Keep it Up,” followed by
the dances “Day Dream” and “Sexy Back.”
Afterward, the SEHS dancers participated
in a combined routine, “Step Up,” with
members of the Advanced Jazz class from
The Edge. To close the showcase, the
SEHS dancers performed “Bubble,” “Get
Up,” and fnally, “Feelin’ Good.”

The SEHS Hip Hop Group has two
dedicated volunteer coaches, Eileen King
and Martha Bryan, who volunteer their
time and energy to the club, choreograph-
ing and instructing the dances. Throughout
the year, team members participate in
various fundraisers such as car washes and
Krispy Kreme doughnut sales.

The “Keep it Up” performance was
their biggest fundraiser of the year. The
money it raised will go toward costumes
and the cost of renting their practice
studio.

-Felecia Rollins

ASAP kicks off spring semester

Preparation for the AIDS and Sub-
tance Abuse Prevention (ASAP) program,
run by counselors Julie McGlinsky and
Tibor Bessko, began just as students
returned for spring semester. It was con-
ducted during both semesters instead of
just fall as they have done in the past.

The program consists of juniors and
seniors informing sophomores about pre-
vention of sexually transmitted diseases.
The spring curriculum was created after
students involved with the program re-

guested more support surrounding issues
with alcohol and illegal drug use.

About 65 juniors and seniors were
trained on March 2 by the ASAP core
team, which consists of seven seniors. They
learned the curriculum for the program as
well as good ways to present the informa-
tion and connect with sophomores.

The juniors and seniors will present
to the sophomores in American Studies
classes and IHS sophomores in their Values
and Beliefs class on April 3 and 4.

-Paula Filgate
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Axe Pick

During lunch on Thursday, March
1, Mr. Axeman contestants auctioned
themselves of in a fundraiser for the
Children’s Miracle Network, raising a
total of $200. The winners of the auc-
tion were entitled to a date with their
very own Mr. Axeman contestant.

The Mr. Axeman contestants will
be participating in multiple fundraisers,
culminating in the Mr. Axeman Pageant.
Fundraisers include a dinner at Tasty
Thai on Monday, March 19; a Prince
Puckler’s Ice Cream Scoop to be held
Thursday, April 5; and a Staf vs. Mr.
Axeman Contestants dodgeball game
that will take place on Friday, April 13.

The pageant will be held in the
South auditorium on Saturday, April 21.
The winner will be announced at the
end of the pageant. The contestants
will each show a video, perform a solo
talent skit and a duo skit with one other
contestant, and all will perform in a
group dance.

Testing dispute leads to mid-year change

Xana McCrea
Editor-in-Chief

The Oregon Department of Educa-
tion announced last week that they are
transitioning Technology Enhanced Stu-
dent Assessment (TESA) testing from the
former computerized version to paper-and-
pencil, due to a dispute with the software
distributor.

The test, taken every other year from
third grade through 10th, is required
for all students. Statewide writing tests,
which have always been a paper-and-pencil
operation, will now be joined by reading
and math, which were, until this year,
conducted online in the computer lab.
Additionally, the TESA testing for science
has been eliminated this year, with the
intention to test this year’s 10th graders
next year as juniors.

Despite confusion around the mid-
year change, assessments will still be held.
However, testing will be delayed, because
the paper packets must be delivered before
assessment can commence.

“If some students miss the test dates,
they can always take it the next year,” South
TESA coordinator Deena Frosaker said.

One result of the switch is a signifcant
increase in the amount of manpower and
money that will go in to the grading and

scoring of the tests.

“There is so much more that goes into
getting paper-and-pencil scores,” Frosaker
said.

Because
of the large
amount of
resources in-
volved, stu-
dents only ;
have one [, &=
opportunity [  ==33
to take this Z £
form of "=
the TESA,
whereas the
computerized form
allowed three chances
in previous years. With
the online version, students
could fnish the test, immediately
get a score and then know whether they
needed to take it again. The paper version
takes months to grade and report, and costs
more money since it is graded by hand.

The dispute that prompted the switch
was a result of the computer program mal-
functioning last year. Tech support came
into question and, eventually, both parties
decided to end their association. A new
online vendor has already been selected for
next year, assuming students and teachers
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wish to return to the online version.

Controversy over the online versus the
paper version was further provoked after
South was chosen last year for a state score
comparison between the electronic and the
paper versions of the test.
Students took both
. versions and their
scores were sent
of to be compared.

The results should
be available before
the 2006-2007
‘7 school year ends.

'@ The comparison
is set up to help ad-
ministrators decide which
version ofers better results

for students.

“I've heard people say that
because of all the computers in

students’ lives, an online test should
not be difcult to adjust to,” Frosaker said.
“But we may be surprised if students score
better on the paper tests. They might bring
an extra sense of seriousness that we lose
through computers.”

Assuming all obstacles are overcome,
the testing is slated to begin on May 4 and
to continue through May 31, allotting less
than a month for all 10th graders in the
state to be tested this year.

continued from page one - South on track

33 state titles (including seven straight un-
der Johnson). In addition, the school still
holds decades-old national prep records in
several events. Hess himself still holds the
prep steeplechase record.

“A lot of older parents and coaches
who ran with [Hess] say that he was really
intense - really strong and dedicated to the
sport,” junior track team member Alayna
Oleksa said.

However, despite the fact that the
track is now one of the most sophisticated
high school facilities in the nation, Hess's
vision is not yet complete.

“For the second phase, we want to
equip the new track with new equipment.
Wk want to put in an electric timing sys-

tem, a hammer throw ring, and there’s a
concrete slab right now where we want to
put in 900-seat bleachers. Also, we want
to put in some park lighting — not blazing
lights like the [football] feld — to extend
its usability a couple of hours into the
evening,” Hess said. He estimated the cost,
including landscaping, at $200,000.

For now, the South track team is en-
joying the perks of being able to practice
on their own track after the team had to
train at Hayward Field last year during the
resurfacing process. An inaugural Purple
and White meet was held just before the
dedication, and a Jog-a-thon to raise money
for continued improvements was held the
following morning, which raised more than

$15,000.

“It’s really nice to run on the new track
— it’'s better than running on concrete,
which is what the old track was like,”
Oleksa said.

After the dedication, Hess invited the
crowd — comprised of current and former
South athletes, community members, par-
ents, families and friends — to run a mile
on the new surface.

“South track is just something special.
I don't know if Kids today can really un-
derstand,” Gillespie said, as athletes young
and old whizzed past. “If you look back at
the time when [Johnson] coached, before
kids joined Ultimate Frisbee and soccer
and rugby, we ran.”
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SCOOP

with assistant principal
Stephanie Cannon

Stephanie Cannon, an as-
sistant principal at South since
2004, isafamiliar face to every-
one who frequents the school,
andafamiliar voice onthe morn-
ing announcements. But how
much do students really know
about her? The Axe investigates.

Q: How did you end up at
South?

A: | grew up in San Francisco,
I lived in Seattle for a while, and |
got tired of the trafc and wanted
a smaller community. | met people
in Eugene through river rafting. |
also enjoyed the Bach festival and |
thought it was a neat community to
move into.

Q:Whatwouldyousayis the
hardest part of your job?

A: Trying to fgure out trying to
support students who are not being
successful at South.

Q: Out of curiosity, how do
you feel about dying your hair?

A: I'mlooking forward to it! I'm
just looking for someone to do it for
free — for a publicity promotion or
something. I think it's pretty expen-
sive to frst bleach and then dye.

Q: Do you have any perks as
an administrator?

A | getinto basketball and foot-
ball games free, and some musical
events, because I'm usually supervis-
ing them!

Q: What'’s it like working
with Student Government?

A: | love working with student
government. It's fun to work with a
group of people who are interested
in making change at their school.
There’s a lot of energy and enthusi-
asm for projects. It's really impressive
to see people going to school full
time, then coming back and spend-
ing hours setting up dances; and
other things like the Art Sale, which
is going to beneft an orphanage in
Kenya.

Q: What’s your favorite
memory at South?

A: The teepees! We did a student
government retreat in the summer
I took 10 students to a cabin on the
McKenzie. We all slept in full size
teepees and did some really good
work around student government
and setting up the year, but it was
also just really fun.








