FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear South Eugene High School
Families and Friends,

It is hard to believe that we
are so close to concluding another
eventful year at South Eugene
High School. We are in the home
stretch, with upperclassmen
preparing for and taking important
exams, and nearly all students
engaged in some form of
culminating projects and
activities. At the same time, our
staff is working diligently behind
the scenes to prepare for next year,
building schedules and developing
new and revised programs that will enhance our school's
curricula.

By this time, students have requested their classes for the
2008-09 school year. This year, we employed a new on-line
process for scheduling. All of our current 9th, 10th, and 11th
graders entered their own course requests that allowed them to
check immediately to ensure they were input accurately. We are
now building a master schedule whose design is intended to
honor as many requests as we possibly can.

Meanwhile, we are happy to be communicating directly
with our parents of incoming freshmen who are receiving this
newsletter in order to acquaint you with important information.
We look forward to this coming Wednesday, May 14, when we
will be meeting with you at our Incoming Freshman Parent
Night. Welcome to South!

South Eugene High School enjoys a winning combination of
fine students, supportive parents, and talented staff. As a result,
we have been able to solve problems that arose this year while
also realizing success in school-wide initiatives. Our freshman
programs have resulted in an increase in the passing rate and in
the aggregate GPA. Thanks to our multifaceted approach to
encouraging student attendance, we have reduced the absence
rate every single month this year, compared to past years. Also,
our new professional development plan is well underway, with
teachers organized into Teaching and Learning Groups that focus
on various high rigor & high relevance teaching strategies.

In just a few weeks, we will take great pride in graduating a
remarkable Class of 2008. It's no secret that South Eugene High
School holds high expectations for its students, and I hope you
will join me in congratulating and recognizing the
accomplishments of this wonderful group of young adults.
SEHS graduation will be held at the Hult Center at 7:00pm on
June 14. Those seniors who are completing the IHS program
will also be honored at the Eugene IHS graduation ceremony at
the Hult Center at 7:00 pm on June 9.

For the students and staff of South Eugene High School, 1
wish to thank all the parents who have contributed in so many
ways to provide our students with numerous opportunities for
growth, learning, and excellence. We look forward to a fine
finish to an outstanding year.

Many thanks, and best regards,
Randy

SOUTH EUGENE PARENT
COUNCIL CELEBRATES
ANOTHER GREAT YEAR

Making the Parent to Parent to South Connection was the
theme again this year for the Parent Council, which is
comprised of all South Eugene Parents/Families. It was a great
year for parents to present their questions, concerns and
comments to Principal Randy Bernstein at our monthly
Business Meetings and to lend their parental voices to the
happenings of our school. We also were able to discuss a
myriad of important topics ranging from “White Privilege” to
“Getting Real About Drugs and Alcohol at South” to “Teen
Driving” to “Teen Dating” at our Parent Education Series. For
complete details on the minutes from every Business Meeting
and a summary of our monthly Education Series visit our
website at parentcouncil.blogspot.com.

We extend our gratitude to the parents who once again
supported funding additional library and music education
staffing and our Volunteer Coordinator by making donations at
the beginning of the year, purchasing the Parent Council
produced student directories, buying Chinook Books and most
importantly supporting the e-scrip program by simply shopping
for groceries at your favorite stores.

Next year our focus will be on fiscal sustainability and
encouraging even more parents and families to go to escrip.com
to switch their middle school accounts over to South Eugene
High School or to sign up for the first time to support South
Eugene. It is the easiest way ever to raise money to support our
students!

If you are new to South, we encourage you to sign up for
e-news, South’s e-newsletter which is managed and produced
by Parent Council and is the main electronic newsletter giving
parents and students vital information about school events and
college and career information. To sign up for e-news send a
blank e-mail to sehs-subscribe@npogroups.org.

Finally, as Parent Council Chair for the past two years, it
has been an honor to serve you the parents and to work with the
most amazing administration and counseling staff ever, with a
special shout out going to Randy. We have an outstanding
principal who is willing to delve with us into challenging topics
and issues, is creative and energetic when it comes to
fundraising projects to support our students and staff and who is
wholly and completely dedicated to all of us with his time and
his heart.

South rocks and I thank you all for your support of Parent
Council and especially me over this past year. We really have
found a way for parents to feel connected to our children’s
school and we look forward to another year of connections in
2008-2009.

Helen B. Garrett, Chair, Parent Council 2006-2008



INCOMING FRESHMEN
PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT

One of the best ways for you, as parents, to help your
students make a successful transition to high school is to make
sure that you know all about the expectations and opportunities
that await your students. At South Eugene High School, we are
eager to meet with you so that we can ensure that you have all
the information you need as your students take this next big
step in their educational career.

We look forward to meeting with all parents of next year’s
incoming freshmen at our Incoming Freshmen Parent
Information Night that we are holding on Wednesday, May 14,
in the SEHS cafeteria from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. Teachers,
counselors, administrators, and parent volunteers will be on
hand to present information on the following topics:

e Course Requirements, Registration, and Scheduling

e Extracurricular Activities including Athletics and Clubs
e Behavioral Expectations including Dress Code, Open
Campus, and Other Issues

Freshmen Peer Groups

Transportation to and from School

Parent Involvement and Fundraising at South

Support Services including Health Center, Counseling, and
Career Center

e Other Back-To-School Information

e Questions and Answers

Following a general information session in the cafeteria, we
will break out into three groups in order to cover the
information, listed above, in smaller group settings. One of
these sessions will take place in our computer labs so that we
can show you some useful programs and also help you register
for e-scrip at South. By doing the latter, you can help support
your student’s academic program right from the start. Please
bring the credit, debit, and/or club card(s) that you use, and in
just five minutes, we can sign you up. If you already participate
in e-scrip, bring your password, and we’ll show you how to
update your account so that your proceeds are credited to
SEHS. In this way, we can keep more classes open for your
student to choose from. The other small group sessions will
take place in the library and cafeteria. See you on May 14!

SENIORS FACE MANY TASKS
PRIOR TO GRADUATION

Prior to graduation day, Saturday, June 14, seniors face
many tasks including the purchase of graduation tickets, picking
up their cap and gown, making sure they attend graduation
practice, arriving at graduation on time and buying a ticket for
the all night party. Be sure you mark your calendar with
important dates listed below. If you have any questions
regarding graduation, please call Brenda, 687-3527.

Cap and gown pick-up will be held beginning Monday,
June 9, and Tuesday, June 10, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
office windows in the front hall. Students must pick up their
fee clearance cards in the Finance Office on June 5 or 6.
Replacements for lost cards will be available June 11.

Last day of class for all seniors will be Wednesday, June 11,
2008. After that date, seniors are not to be on campus.
Exception: they may come to the front office area to purchase
graduations tickets only.

Graduation Tickets - seniors or their parents, can receive
two free tickets and purchase an additional three tickets for $3
each. If more tickets are needed, an additional three tickets can
be purchased on either Thursday, June 12 or Friday, June 13, for
$3 each. Tickets will be sold in the main office hall between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. each day. Seniors or their parents who have
concerns over needing more than the eight tickets available
should call Brenda, 687-3527 the first week of June to make
arrangements.

Graduation practice is MANDATORY. This practice will be
held at 11:00 a.m. on graduation day, Saturday, June 14, at the
Hult Center main stage. Students should enter the area through
the back alley of the Hult Center.

Senior lunch - because practice is at a later time this year,
there will be a lunch rather than the usual breakfast. This
catered lunch will be held in the SEHS cafeteria immediately
following the practice at approximately 12:30. Tickets for the
lunch will be $10 and those can be purchased along with the
graduation tickets noted above.

Graduation ceremony is held at the Hult Center beginning
at 7 p.m. The program will last approximately two hours, and
seniors will receive their diploma on stage. Students should
gather on the front steps of the Hult Center at 6:15 p.m. for a
group class photo.

All Night Party is organized by parents and community
volunteers. It will be held again this year at the U of O
Recreation Center. The party begins an hour after graduation.
Tickets will be $25 and they can be purchased at the same time
graduation tickets are purchased.

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY

By Kit Duchin, Media Specialist
Class of 2008 Gift Books

It’s not too late to purchase a gift book for the SEHS
Library in honor of your graduating senior. Our wish list can
be found by going to www.amazon.com, clicking on wish
lists, and then typing in South Eugene High School, or by
clicking on the link on the SEHS web page:
http://www.sehs.lane.edu/news/highlights3.php Please be
sure to e-mail (duchin@4j.lane.edu) or call Kit Duchin (867-
3218) with your book selection and your student’s name so
that our specially designed bookplate can be placed in the
book when it arrives. Thanks to those families who have
already participated.

Year-End Information

RE seniors: With all the hustle and bustle leading up to
graduation, it is easy to forget to return books, pay fines and
take care of other business that is required of seniors before
participating in graduation activities. Students who have been
responsible about returning books or other borrowed items
and paying any accrued fines and fees throughout their four

continued on back
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