
Dear South Eugene High School
Families and Friends,

It is hard to believe that we
are so close to concluding another
eventful year at South Eugene
High School. We are in the home
stretch, with upperclassmen
preparing for and taking important
exams, and nearly all students
engaged in some form of
culminating projects and
activities. At the same time, our
staff is working diligently behind
the scenes to prepare for next year,
building schedules and developing
new and revised programs that will enhance our school's
curricula.

By this time, students have requested their classes for the
2008-09 school year. This year, we employed a new on-line
process for scheduling. All of our current 9th, 10th, and 11th
graders entered their own course requests that allowed them to
check immediately to ensure they were input accurately. We are
now building a master schedule whose design is intended to
honor as many requests as we possibly can.

Meanwhile, we are happy to be communicating directly
with our parents of incoming freshmen who are receiving this
newsletter in order to acquaint you with important information.
We look forward to this coming Wednesday, May 14, when we
will be meeting with you at our Incoming Freshman Parent
Night. Welcome to South!

South Eugene High School enjoys a winning combination of
fine students, supportive parents, and talented staff. As a result,
we have been able to solve problems that arose this year while
also realizing success in school-wide initiatives. Our freshman
programs have resulted in an increase in the passing rate and in
the aggregate GPA. Thanks to our multifaceted approach to
encouraging student attendance, we have reduced the absence
rate every single month this year, compared to past years. Also,
our new professional development plan is well underway, with
teachers organized into Teaching and Learning Groups that focus
on various high rigor & high relevance teaching strategies.

In just a few weeks, we will take great pride in graduating a
remarkable Class of 2008. It's no secret that South Eugene High
School holds high expectations for its students, and I hope you
will join me in congratulating and recognizing the
accomplishments of this wonderful group of young adults.
SEHS graduation will be held at the Hult Center at 7:00pm on
June 14. Those seniors who are completing the IHS program
will also be honored at the Eugene IHS graduation ceremony at
the Hult Center at 7:00 pm on June 9.

For the students and staff of South Eugene High School, I
wish to thank all the parents who have contributed in so many
ways to provide our students with numerous opportunities for
growth, learning, and excellence. We look forward to a fine
finish to an outstanding year.

Many thanks, and best regards,

Randy

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
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May
1-3 Drama, Twelfth Night, 7 p.m.
4-10 National Teacher Appreciation Week
8-10 Drama, Twelfth Night, 7 p.m.

8 Parent Council, 6:45 p.m.
9 Progress Reports/Planning Day

NO SCHOOL
14 8th Grade Parent Orientation, 7 p.m.
15-17 Drama, Miss Whitherspoon,

7:30 p.m.
15 Site Council, 3:30-5:00 p.m.
20 National Honor Society Induction,

7:00
21 Recognition Dessert, 7:00 p.m.
22-24 Drama, Miss Witherspoon, 7:30 p.m.
26 NO SCHOOL, Memorial Day
27 CAM Celebration, 7:00 p.m.
29 String Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m.
31 Prom, McDonald Theater, 8-11 p.m.

6 Choir Dessert, 7:00 p.m.
7 Drama Banquet, 6:00 p.m.

French Immersion Graduation,
Fox Hollow, 4-6 p.m.

9 IHS Graduation, 7 p.m.
9-13 SEHS graduation ticket sales
10 Concert Band, Wind Ens., Stage

Band Concert, 7:30 p.m.
11 Treble Choir, Concert Choir, Dorians

Concert, 7:30 p.m.
Last day for seniors

12 String Ensemble Concert, 7:30 p.m.
14 Graduation practice, 11:00 a.m.

Graduation luncheon, 12:30 p.m.
Graduation, 7:00 p.m.
Graduation party, 10:00 p.m.

16 Finals - periods 1, 3, 5, 7
17 Finals - periods 2, 4, 6
18 Make up day (a.m. only)
19 Grading day/last day for teachers

5 Fall Sports Registration, 6-8 p.m.
18 Daily Doubles Begin

3 Registration (schedule to be mailed
in August)

4 Freshmen only
5 All classes begin

June

August

September

HAVE A SAFE AND RESTFUL
SUMMER!

CALENDAR
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YOUR DONATIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

SENIOR GRADUATION PARTY NEEDS

YOUR HELP

It’s no secret that Eugeneans are among the very best supporters of public
schools in the entire state of Oregon. We are happy to report that contributions to
South through the Eugene Education Fund have totaled $58,000 through the first
three quarters of this fiscal year. We are on our way to meeting our goal of raising
$100,000. Most of this has been targeted for staffing, so we are able to fund three
class sections -- one Math, one Foreign Language, and one Music -- that otherwise
would have had to close. It’s wonderful that we can keep these open for our kids.

However, after reviewing tallies of our students’ course requests, we need to at
least approach our goal and find funding for two more sections of core academic
classes (English and Social Studies) in order to meet their needs. To be able to plan
for all their elective course requests as well, we would need even more funds. The
cost for two core classroom sections is $36,000. That is our fundraising goal for this
final quarter of the fiscal year.

Recently, we sent a Direct Donation Drive letter, asking you to consider making
a contribution to South Eugene High School through the Eugene Education Fund
(EEF). We realize that many parents have already done so this year, and we’re
hopeful that equally as many will join them. In addition, some donors may wish to
add to the contributions they’ve already made. It’s a shame that we even have to
ask, but it’s a greater problem if we cannot provide all the core classes that our
students want and need.

Please know that we will direct your entire donation for the purpose of staffing
our children’s classrooms unless you instruct us otherwise. If you’ve misplaced the
letter we sent you, checks are payable to “EEF - South Eugene High School,” P.O.
Box 1015, Eugene, OR 97440. All such gifts are tax deductible.

Your generosity and commitment to public education help us to live the dream
where students are excited about attending a school that meets all their

By Don Duncan, Chair/Treasurer

During the past 17 years, South Eugene parents have taken an active role in
trying to prevent graduation night tragedies by sponsoring a drug and alcohol free
All Night Party. The All Night Party offers a variety of entertainment including
Sumo wrestling, Casino (with phony money), Henna tattoos, dancing/music,
swimming, and massages for starters. There will also be food, beverages and prizes.

Currently, planning is under way for the 2008 graduation party. This year’s
chemical-free all-night celebration is being held at the University of Oregon
Recreation Center on June 14, 2008, and will begin shortly after commencement.

Traditionally, this event has been planned by the senior parents to provide
students with a safe, exciting and memorable night of celebrating. To make the
event successful, we need volunteers who are willing to put in a little time assisting
with various committees (the more volunteers, the less time it takes). Whatever
amount of time you are willing to offer, we have a place for you.

The other part of making this celebration successful has to do with funding.
Unfortunately, ticket sales make up only a portion of the costs needed to fund this
celebration. Additional funding must come from the generosity of senior class
parents and local businesses. Your tax deductible contribution to the Class of 2008
senior celebration may be mailed to SEHS Graduation Party c/o Don Duncan,
Treasurer, South Eugene High School, 400 E. 19th Avenue, Eugene OR 97401.

If you would like to volunteer to help us out, please contact Don Duncan at
don@beneficialbusiness.com. We look forward to hearing from youneeds for
success. Thank you for your generous support!
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SOUTH EUGENE PARENT

COUNCIL CELEBRATES

ANOTHER GREAT YEAR

Making the Parent to Parent to South Connection was the

theme again this year for the Parent Council, which is

comprised of all South Eugene Parents/Families. It was a great

year for parents to present their questions, concerns and

comments to Principal Randy Bernstein at our monthly

Business Meetings and to lend their parental voices to the

happenings of our school. We also were able to discuss a

myriad of important topics ranging from “White Privilege” to

“Getting Real About Drugs and Alcohol at South” to “Teen

Driving” to “Teen Dating” at our Parent Education Series. For

complete details on the minutes from every Business Meeting

and a summary of our monthly Education Series visit our

website at parentcouncil.blogspot.com.

We extend our gratitude to the parents who once again

supported funding additional library and music education

staffing and our Volunteer Coordinator by making donations at

the beginning of the year, purchasing the Parent Council

produced student directories, buying Chinook Books and most

importantly supporting the e-scrip program by simply shopping

for groceries at your favorite stores.

Next year our focus will be on fiscal sustainability and

encouraging even more parents and families to go to escrip.com

to switch their middle school accounts over to South Eugene

High School or to sign up for the first time to support South

Eugene. It is the easiest way ever to raise money to support our

students!

If you are new to South, we encourage you to sign up for

e-news, South’s e-newsletter which is managed and produced

by Parent Council and is the main electronic newsletter giving

parents and students vital information about school events and

college and career information. To sign up for e-news send a

blank e-mail to sehs-subscribe@npogroups.org.

Finally, as Parent Council Chair for the past two years, it

has been an honor to serve you the parents and to work with the

most amazing administration and counseling staff ever, with a

special shout out going to Randy. We have an outstanding

principal who is willing to delve with us into challenging topics

and issues, is creative and energetic when it comes to

fundraising projects to support our students and staff and who is

wholly and completely dedicated to all of us with his time and

his heart.

South rocks and I thank you all for your support of Parent

Council and especially me over this past year. We really have

found a way for parents to feel connected to our children’s

school and we look forward to another year of connections in

2008-2009.

Helen B. Garrett, Chair, Parent Council 2006-2008



FROM THE COUNSELING AND

CAREER CENTERS

SENIORS - CLASS OF 2008

JUNIORS - CLASS OF 2009 RISING SENIORS!!

As part of our senior checkout procedure all students will
complete two online surveys in Naviance. (Seniors all have
Naviance accounts.) Just click on the left margin of the home
page and complete: “graduation survey” and “South Senior
EXIT survey.” For information or instructions, go to the
College/Career Center in room 7.

To get on our , fill out a post-
graduation plans form in the College/Career Center and watch
the map on the front hall bulletin board to see where in the
world our students are going.

TIP* Be sure to let people who wrote letters of
recommendation know your plans, and thank them for their
help and encouragement.

Please donate your discarded college catalogues and view
books to the College/Career Center by dropping them off in
Room 7.

JUNIORS received their
at the April 2nd all-class meeting with counselors. If you have
a junior who didn’t receive one, he/she can pick it up in the
College/Career Center. This is an important tool to help seniors
navigate their last year at South Eugene and post-high school
planning.

Be sure to schedule a with your
counselor if you haven’t yet. This is your chance to discuss
post high school plans and verify that you are on track to
graduate.

Any juniors who have not completed their Junior Project
come to the Career Center for help. It is required for
graduation.

All Classic South Seniors are required to complete a
Senior Project to fulfill Oregon Department of Education
Career Related Learning Standards (CRLS) for graduation.
Students will do an extensive experience through internship,
work-study, or service learning, consisting of 25 hours in the
summer between junior and senior years. This is followed by a
single job-shadow, industry tour, or interview in the fall. They
will demonstrate career related knowledge and skills, and
explore and answer a focus question. During fall semester
Senior Seminar class they will compile a portfolio evaluating
and demonstrating their experience, culminating in a
presentation at a school exhibition.

Senior Seminar Class All Classic South seniors will be
enrolled in Senior Seminar class during fall semester, worth
.25 credits. Senior Seminar is a 1st semester class. No 2nd
semester class is offered. All students are expected to
complete presentations on exhibition dates in October and
November. As students complete all requirements of the
Senior Project, they may exit the class early.

SENIOR PLANS MAP

SENIOR PLANNING GUIDES

Junior Interview

SOPHOMORES - CLASS OF 2010

Sophomores who have not yet completed their
must come to the College/ Career Center

during lunch, free period, or late-start Wednesdays at 8 am to
finish.

are well underway; sign up in the
College/Career Center if you haven’t had yours yet. You will
review your 4-year plan and receive other information to help
you stay on track for graduation and prepare for choices after
high school.

Most freshmen have visited the College/ Career Center to
complete their , their first Career Related
Learning Requirement activity. If your student has not finished
this, he/she should come to the College/Career Center during
lunch, free period, or late-start Wednesdays at 8 am.

forms are available in the Counseling
Center. Students who are interested or need to recover credits
should meet with their counselor before the year is out.

Sophomore Project

Sophomore interviews

Freshman Project

4J Summer School

FRESHMEN CLASS of 2011

ALL STUDENTS
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INCOMING FRESHMEN

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT

One of the best ways for you, as parents, to help your
students make a successful transition to high school is to make
sure that you know all about the expectations and opportunities
that await your students. At South Eugene High School, we are
eager to meet with you so that we can ensure that you have all
the information you need as your students take this next big
step in their educational career.

We look forward to meeting with all parents of next year’s
incoming freshmen at our Incoming Freshmen Parent
Information Night that we are holding on Wednesday, May 14,
in the SEHS cafeteria from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. Teachers,
counselors, administrators, and parent volunteers will be on
hand to present information on the following topics:

Course Requirements, Registration, and Scheduling
Extracurricular Activities including Athletics and Clubs
Behavioral Expectations including Dress Code, Open
Campus, and Other Issues
Freshmen Peer Groups
Transportation to and from School
Parent Involvement and Fundraising at South
Support Services including Health Center, Counseling, and
Career Center
Other Back-To-School Information
Questions and Answers

Following a general information session in the cafeteria, we
will break out into three groups in order to cover the
information, listed above, in smaller group settings. One of
these sessions will take place in our computer labs so that we
can show you some useful programs and also help you register
for e-scrip at South. By doing the latter, you can help support
your student’s academic program right from the start. Please
bring the credit, debit, and/or club card(s) that you use, and in
just five minutes, we can sign you up. If you already participate
in e-scrip, bring your password, and we’ll show you how to
update your account so that your proceeds are credited to
SEHS. In this way, we can keep more classes open for your
student to choose from. The other small group sessions will
take place in the library and cafeteria. See you on May 14!
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SENIORS FACE MANY TASKS

PRIOR TO GRADUATION

Prior to graduation day, Saturday, June 14, seniors face
many tasks including the purchase of graduation tickets, picking
up their cap and gown, making sure they attend graduation
practice, arriving at graduation on time and buying a ticket for
the all night party. Be sure you mark your calendar with
important dates listed below. If you have any questions
regarding graduation, please call Brenda, 687-3527.

Cap and gown pick-up will be held beginning Monday,
June 9, and Tuesday, June 10, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
office windows in the front hall. Students must pick up their
fee clearance cards in the Finance Office on June 5 or 6.
Replacements for lost cards will be available June 11.

Last day of class for all seniors will be Wednesday, June 11,
2008. After that date, seniors are not to be on campus.
Exception: they may come to the front office area to purchase
graduations tickets only.

Graduation Tickets - seniors or their parents, can receive
two free tickets and purchase an additional three tickets for $3
each. If more tickets are needed, an additional three tickets can
be purchased on either Thursday, June 12 or Friday, June 13, for
$3 each. Tickets will be sold in the main office hall between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. each day. Seniors or their parents who have
concerns over needing more than the eight tickets available
should call Brenda, 687-3527 the first week of June to make
arrangements.

Graduation practice is MANDATORY. This practice will be
held at 11:00 a.m. on graduation day, Saturday, June 14, at the
Hult Center main stage. Students should enter the area through
the back alley of the Hult Center.

Senior lunch - because practice is at a later time this year,
there will be a lunch rather than the usual breakfast. This
catered lunch will be held in the SEHS cafeteria immediately
following the practice at approximately 12:30. Tickets for the
lunch will be $10 and those can be purchased along with the
graduation tickets noted above.

Graduation ceremony is held at the Hult Center beginning
at 7 p.m. The program will last approximately two hours, and
seniors will receive their diploma on stage. Students should
gather on the front steps of the Hult Center at 6:15 p.m. for a
group class photo.

All Night Party is organized by parents and community
volunteers. It will be held again this year at the U of O
Recreation Center. The party begins an hour after graduation.
Tickets will be $25 and they can be purchased at the same time
graduation tickets are purchased.

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY

By Kit Duchin, Media Specialist

It’s not too late to purchase a gift book for the SEHS
Library in honor of your graduating senior. Our wish list can
be found by going to www.amazon.com, clicking on wish
lists, and then typing in South Eugene High School, or by
clicking on the link on the SEHS web page:
http://www.sehs.lane.edu/news/highlights3.php Please be
sure to e-mail (duchin@4j.lane.edu) or call Kit Duchin (867-
3218) with your book selection and your student’s name so
that our specially designed bookplate can be placed in the
book when it arrives. Thanks to those families who have
already participated.

RE seniors: With all the hustle and bustle leading up to
graduation, it is easy to forget to return books, pay fines and
take care of other business that is required of seniors before
participating in graduation activities. Students who have been
responsible about returning books or other borrowed items
and paying any accrued fines and fees throughout their four

Class of 2008 Gift Books

Year-End Information

continued on back
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