FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear South Eugene Families and
Friends,

The spring semester is
now well underway. By now,
students are settled into their
scheduled courses, completing
projects and preparing for exams.
Later this week, on March 7,
teachers will be preparing grades,
and progress reports will be sent
home to parents of those students
for whom the teachers have a
concern. While it’s early in the
term, please don’t delay in
monitoring your student’s progress. We wish to work with you
in resolving any issues right away so that your student will have
a most successful term.

I’d like to address a few topics in this letter. First,
there’s been a great deal of interest and concern about the
“Shaping 4J’s Future” report and recommendations. Related to
this is the issue of declining enrollment in Eugene at the high
school level. In fact, over the next few years, high schools in
Eugene District 4] are expected to reduce in population by
approximately 500 students in addition to the 200 we’ve lost
over the past couple of years. As difficult as it is to see South’s
enrollment decline, it is very important that each of the four high
schools maintain enrollment at a level that allows each of them
to offer a comprehensive program for their student body. Our
challenge at South is to ensure that as we get smaller, we are
able to keep, or even strengthen, the fine programs that have
served our students so well. With your help, I am confident that
we can do so.

Meanwhile, there are other challenges that we are
working to turn into opportunities that will benefit our students.
This autumn, 2008, our incoming ninth grade class will be the
first to be required to earn three full years of science credit in
order to graduate. To help them start strong, our science
department is busy preparing a new full-year freshman science
class to replace the current semester course. In addition, for
those IHS students pursuing the full International Baccalaureate
Diploma, we are required to change how we offer IB science.
We are working on a one-year solution for next year’s seniors,
and then it is likely that the IB graduating classes of 2009 and
beyond will be required to take a two-year IB Physics sequence
in their junior and senior years. Students who are not interested
in the IB Diploma but who wish to take college level science
courses would be able to take AP Chemistry or AP Biology if
there are sufficient numbers of students who sign up for these
courses. All of these science courses would provide a great
degree of rigor and will be highly impressive to colleges. I am
grateful to our science department for the work they are putting
in to make these changes.

The reason I am confident in our ability to meet these
challenges is because we have a track record of successful
innovations. I am very proud to announce the initial results of

our Freshman Advisory Program. Our advisees include all those
students enrolled in regular English 9. A year ago, this group of
approximately 125 students earned a collective grade point
average of 2.81. This year, the corresponding group’s GPA rose
significantly to 3.08. Our math block program, now in its
second year, continues to accelerate the math learning of those
students who, in the past, used to get stuck in a low math track
that did not prepare them for college eligibility. At the end of
this year, many of these students will have advanced as far or
farther by the end of their sophomore year than they would have
as seniors in the former program. In addition, our focus on
attendance this year has resulted in nearly a 15% decrease in our
absence rate for the first semester this year. When we work
together, we can achieve great things. As always, we look
forward to your continued support.

Respectfully,

Randy Bernstein
Principal

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
UPDATE

by Kathy Ruggles, Volunteer Coordinator

I would like to express my thanks to all of you who have
made my first months as Volunteer Coordinator such a
wonderful experience. I wish all of you could see what an
amazing impact you have on our school. For those of you who
think in monetary terms, parent and community volunteers
contribute an average of 600 hours each month, which (based
on minimum wage) translates into approximately $4,500 in
labor each month, or over $40,000 each school year. We
would not be the place we are without this generous
contribution of time and energy. Many, many thanks to each
of you who play a part each day, week or month as you
volunteer at SEHS!

The ways in which our volunteers serve are almost as
numerous as the volunteers themselves: Mailing newsletters;
selling tickets and concessions at sporting events, teaching,
counseling and helping students in the Career Center;
counting and repairing books, and assisting in the Library;
collecting fees at sports registration and the beginning of the
year registration; tutoring students in the Academic Support
Class; hosting Staff Appreciation events; coaching students in
various sports; selling and buying scrip; answering phones;
chaperoning dances; selling Chinook Books; recording Site
and Parent Council minutes; editing the e-news; serving on
senior project panels and many more!

If you would like to get involved, pick up a volunteer
form in the front office, download one from the South
website, or contact Kathy Ruggles at 687-3113, or
ruggles k@4j.lane.edu. We particularly need help right now
in the following areas; Senior Project Panels, Prom
Chaperones, Senior Party organizers and helpers. If you can
help or if you have questions, please contact me.



DISTRICT-WIDE MEETING
SCHEDULED: KEEPING OUR
STUDENTS SAFE

In June, Oregon State Senator Vickie Walker sponsored a
bill Senate Bill 379 -- that was passed in the senate requiring
all public school districts to provide education and training
for all staff, students and parents related to child abuse
prevention and compliance with the State of Oregon’s
Mandated Reporting law. In an early fall newsletter, you may
have read an article with information about child and abuse in
our state. By now, all schools and Education Center
departments have participated in staff meetings in which child
abuse and mandated reporting were discussed. Some schools
have included an item regarding child abuse prevention and
mandated reporting on one of their PTO meeting agendas.

On Saturday, April 12, 10:00-11:30 in the auditorium of
the Education Center (200 North Monroe Street) a group of
parent educators will talk with parents and community
members about efforts being made throughout the District to
keep our students safe. The following topics will be
discussed in the meeting:

1. What do current statistics suggest is the trend of child
abuse reporting in our state and in the nation?

2. What does the approved District 4J Health curricula
teach our students about their personal safety and the
resources to whom they can turn when they experience
themselves “at-risk” of harm?

3. What can adults i.e., parents and educators do to keep
open lines of communication with children about child
abuse and/or inappropriate behavior?

4. What are educators bound by Oregon law to do when
they have reason to believe that child abuse may have
happened?

Your questions about this very important topic will be
addressed at the meeting. Together parents and educators can
work to assure students feel safe at home and at school.

DIRECT DONATION DRIVE
UPDATE

Earlier this year, we asked parents to help us reach a goal
of $100,000 in contributions to South through our Eugene
Education Fund. This would provide for nearly six classroom
sections. More than ever, with declining enrollment, we need
your help. Next year, we are projected to have 100 less
students which translates to a staff reduction equivalent to
about three teachers and one classified employee. One
hundred thousand dollars may seem like a great sum of
money, but it seems realistic, given that the middle schools in
our region collect nearly this amount while having a
combined student population that is just about two-thirds our
size.

Thus far this school year, we are grateful to those
families who have helped us raise approximately $41,000
through contributions to EEF. We still have quite a way to go,

another letter will be sent out in a few weeks, as we know
that many families prefer to make their contributions at this
time of year. We appreciate whatever support you can
provide.

PERFORMING ARTS OFFERS
MANY SPRING
ENTERTAINMENT OPTIONS

Currently the Drama Department is presenting a play
“Boy Gets Girl” in the SEHS little theater

This event continues March 6-8, and begins at 7:30 p.m.
nightly. For more information, contact the SEHS Box Office,
687-3521.

A Tuesday, March 11, concert is planned that will include
the String Orchestra, Treble Choir and Concert Band. This
event will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium. On
Wednesday, March 12, the String Ensemble, Wind Ensemble
and Concert Choir will perform in concert at 7:30 p.m. in the
auditorium.

On May 1, the Drama Department will begin their spring
production of “Twelfth Night” in the auditorium. This play
will run May 1 - 3 and May 8-10. More information will be
available through the theater box office, 687-3521.

SOCIAL STUDIES AP
QUALIFYING TEST OFFERED
THIS WEEK

This is the second, and final week of the Advanced
Placement qualifying test for Social Studies. This week’s
schedule is (in the Career Center):

Mon. March 3 - Periods 1-7 (including lunch)
Wed. March 5 - Periods 0-7 (including lunch)
Thurs. March 6 - Periods 1-7 (including lunch)

AP social studies courses are an option available to
students who feel they are ready to take on a college level
curriculum. AP students have the option of taking the
rigorous College Board examination for post-secondary
credit. Courses in AP US History. AP European History, AP
Government and AP Psychology are offered at SEHS. Only
AP US History is open to 10th graders.

Students interested in taking an AP Social Studies class
for the first time next fall need to: verify a cumulative GPA of
3.0 or greater; obtain a recommendation from a Social Studies
teacher; pass the AP Social Studies Qualifying Test. The
qualifying test will be waived if the student has earned a “B”
or higher in an AP English class (see your Social Studies
teacher for details).

More information about course offerings will be
published in the Curriculum Guide coming out in March. If
you have any immediate questions you are encouraged to ask
your Social Studies teacher, or call the department office at
687-3377. You may also e-mail the department coordinators:
David Inouye, inouye@4j.lane.edu; or Brad Jungert,
jungert@4j.lane.edu
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